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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
AGENDA FOR BOARD MEETING 

APRIL 23, 2026 
RIVERFRONT LIBRARY 

 

MINUTES   
 

[ACTION ITEM] Approve Minutes of Meeting on March 19, 2026 
 

[ACTION ITEM] Approve Minutes of Special Meeting on April 2, 2026 
 

MANAGEMENT REPORT 
 

UNION REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT  
  
 
PERSONNEL REPORT 
 

[ACTION ITEM] 
Ratify the following appointment: 
Robles, Alison; Permanent Librarian I (P/T), $21.00/hr, eff. 3/28/2026 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance, Budget and Planning – Trustee Puglia (chair) 
 

Policy – Trustee Sabatino (chair) 
 

Employee Relations – Trustee Phelan (chair), Trustee Puglia 
 

Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Daily Jr. (chair) 
 

Outreach – Trustee Jannetti (chair), Trustee Phelan 
 

Fundraising & Development – Trustee Daily Jr. (chair) 
 Foundation Update  

  

 
WLS REPORT 
 

RATIFY PAYMENT OF BILLS 
 

[ACTION ITEM]  Schedule #886 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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 [ACTION ITEM] Reactivation of Blocked Users with Overdue Fines 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
 
 Thursday, May 28, 2026 at 7:00 pm at Grinton I. Will Library 
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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MONTHLY MEETING 

GRINTON I. WILL LIBRARY 
MARCH 19, 2026 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 

    TRUSTEES: Nancy Maron 
John Daily Jr. 
Joseph Puglia 
Stephen Jannetti 
Patricia Phelan 
 
 

    LIBRARY DIRECTOR: 
 
    ASSISTANT LIBRARY DIRECTOR: 
 
    BUSINESS MANAGER:                                                                      

Jesse Montero 
 
Shauna Porteus 
 
Vivian Presedo 

  
    ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY: James Hackett 
 
    WLS BOARD REPRESENTATIVE: 

 
Trustee Phelan 

      
    UNION REPRESENTATIVE: 
 

GUESTS: 
 
   

Dominick Savarese 
 
Abdool Jamal, Tara Somersall, Patricia 
Ricardo, Connie Cullen, Z. Baird 

 
The Board Meeting began at 7:00 pm. 
 

President Maron opened the meeting by welcoming Abdool Jamal, who was recently 
appointed by the Yonkers Public Schools Board of Education to the Board of Trustees 
following the expiration of Ofunne Edoziem’s term at the end of last year. While Mr. Jamal has 
not yet been sworn in by the City Clerk, he was pleased to attend and observe his first meeting 
and looked forward to working with the Board. He introduced himself as the Deputy 
Commissioner of IT for the City of Yonkers and discussed his work implementing technology 
in government operations, law, public safety, data and cybersecurity, as well as his 
background and education in mechanical engineering. Trustees and others in attendance 
introduced themselves to him as well and congratulated him on his appointment to the Board.   

 
 
MINUTES 
 
On motion of Trustee Puglia, seconded by Trustee Phelan and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of January 15, 2026 and the Minutes of the Special 
Meeting of February 19, 2026. 
 



6 
 

 
MANAGEMENT REPORT  
 

Director Montero began his report by recognizing YPL’s February programming in celebration 
of Black History Month, which included film screenings, a lecture on the history of African 
Americans in the Yonkers Police Department, book discussions, cultural performances, art 
workshops, and cooking demonstrations.   
 
Director Montero provided an update on the capital budget. Of the projects included in the 
City’s adopted budget, YPL received $1,000,000 for Crestwood Library Improvements and 
$97,000 for a new vehicle from the City’s recent municipal bond. The Crestwood funds will 
support ADA upgrades including a new lift, restroom improvements, and regrading of 
walkways; the vehicle funds will be used to purchase a new truck. Unfortunately $3,600,000 
in funding for the renovation of the Will Library Auditorium was not included in the bond, but 
the library will apply for it again. 
 
Director Montero also reported on recent facilities upgrades. Workroom improvements at Will 
Library, including new staff cubicles, are substantially complete, though work remains in 
progress due to a backlog resulting from the collapse of the library’s primary book distributor 
Baker & Taylor. At Riverfront Library, the Community Room audiovisual upgrade was 
completed with the installation of a new projection screen, joining previously upgraded 
speakers, tables, and chairs. A new wheelchair lift at Will Library’s Auditorium has been 
installed which restored full ADA compliance to the building. Looking ahead, upcoming 
projects include repaving of the Will Library parking lot and Phase One of Crestwood Library 
Improvements, covering window replacement, façade repair, new carpet, and interior 
painting, with a construction schedule expected by the end of the month. 
 
Director Montero reported on recent grants. YPL received approximately $17,000 from the 
Westchester County Board of Legislators for health and wellness programs, technology 
classes, and arts programming, noting that YPL is one of only two libraries in the county to 
receive this type of funding. YPL also received a $5,000 grant from New York-Presbyterian’s 
Government and Community Affairs Division to support health and fitness programs and 
programming for older adults, including health workshops delivered by New York-
Presbyterian staff. Director Montero also noted that YPL’s AARP tax assistance program, the 
only such site in Yonkers, returned for its second year at Will Library with appointments 
available through Calendly. 
 
Assistant Director Porteus reported that the 2026 Winter Reading Challenge concluded on 
March 15 with over 28,000 books read systemwide, a 103% increase over the prior year and 
well above the goal of 20,026. More than 1,000 participants remained engaged throughout 
the full challenge. She credited strong school partnerships, cross-departmental staff 
involvement, and the Beanstack platform. Planning is now underway for the Summer Reading 
Challenge, which will be led by children’s librarian Laura Cacace and carry the theme of 
“Unearthing.”  
 
Director Montero provided some context for two statistical trends in recent monthly reports. 
YPL experienced a significant decline in Hoopla usage in February due to WLS budget cuts 
that imposed a countywide checkout quota. In March YPL reinvested savings from unfulfilled 
print orders to partially offset the reduction, and usage is expected to rebound. Reduced 
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circulation and visit counts in January and February could also be attributed to weather-
related closures, which resulted in approximately 6% fewer open hours than in the same 
period last year. Director Montero indicated that the library will provide narrative context 
alongside statistics in future reports to help distinguish operational trends from external 
factors. 
 
In response to trustee questions, Director Montero and Assistant Director Porteus discussed 
the collapse of Baker & Taylor, a 200-year-old book distributor that abruptly closed in 
December 2025 following a period of declining service. YPL identified the deteriorating 
situation early and transitioned to an alternative vendor, Ingram, in advance of the closure, 
but industry-wide disruptions have still posed challenges. Trustees commended library staff 
for their proactive response.  

  
 

UNION REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT   
 

SEIU Local 704B President Dominick Savarese delivered the Union Representative’s report. 
He was pleased to report that the Union has reached a tentative agreement with the Library 
on a new labor contract and was hopeful a final agreement would be ready for ratification 
shortly. 

 
 
PERSONNEL REPORT  
 
On motion of Trustee Jannetti, seconded by Trustee Daily Jr. and unanimously carried, the Board 
acknowledged the following terminations: 

Donahue, Alleah; Page (P/T), $17.00/hr, eff. 1/20/2026 
Manning, Keisha; Permanent Librarian I, $69,993/yr, eff. 2/2/2026 (resigned) 

 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

President Maron was pleased with the results of the February special meeting where the 
Board discussed committee work for the year and thanked trustees for attending. Committee 
chairs and trustees were invited to provide a brief overview and update of their respective 
committees. 
 
Finance, Budget and Planning – Trustee Puglia (chair) 
 
Treasurer Puglia reported his interest in taking a more active role in the budget process, 
including greater involvement in budget formulation and procurement. President Maron noted 
that the committee’s near-term priority is to arrange meetings with City Council members to 
share the library’s budget proposal and encourage their support ahead of the adoption of the 
executive budget.  
 
Policy – Trustee Sabatino (chair) 
 
President Maron reported on Trustee Sabatino’s behalf that the committee will focus this year 
on reviewing and updating existing policies and developing new ones in compliance with a 
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New York State mandate requiring Board-approved policies on disaster-preparedness, fiscal 
oversight and staff management, drawing on state guidance and examples from peer libraries 
when they become available.  
 
Employee Relations – Trustee Phelan (chair), Trustee Puglia 
 
Trustee Phelan reported that the committee’s priorities are support for contract negotiations 
and developing a plan for trustees to visit and shadow staff at library branches. President 
Maron encouraged the committee to develop a structured plan for the visits in coordination 
with library administration, with a view toward rolling out the program in the fall. 
 
Buildings and Grounds – Trustee Daily Jr. (chair) 
 
Vice President Daily reported two areas of focus for the committee: staying engaged with 
developments related to a potential fourth branch location and developing a data-driven 
approach to quantifying the patron experience across library facilities, with an initial report 
anticipated for the board later this year. 
  
Outreach – Trustee Jannetti (chair), Trustee Phelan 
 
Trustee Jannetti reported that he looks forward to resuming outreach conversations with Kelly 
Chiarella at the Office for the Aging. He discussed plans to coordinate presentations around 
summer reading and existing branch programming. President Maron noted that the committee 
also plans  to develop a presentation that can be shared with other trustees to encourage 
community members to participate in the library through volunteering, trusteeship, the Friends 
groups, and the Foundation. 
 
Fundraising & Development – Trustee Daily Jr. (chair) 
 
Foundation Update: President Maron reported that planning for the Foundation annual gala 
on April 16 honoring Mayor Spano was progressing well. Invitations have been out for 
approximately ten days and the event has already reached half of its attendance target. She 
encouraged trustees to promote the event and noted that early bird pricing is in effect through 
April 3.   

 
 
WLS REPORT 
 

Trustee Phelan summarized a written report from WLS Executive Director Terry Kirchner, 
noting that the WLS Board would meet next week. She highlighted two time-sensitive 
advocacy action items: trustees were urged to contact their New York State legislators in 
support of library funding as the state budget process for FY2026–2027 remains ongoing, and 
to be aware of federal budget developments affecting libraries.  
 
Trustee Phelan also noted that 2025 Annual Reports are due to the Division of Library 
Development by April 16 using the new Counting Opinions reporting tool. She also referenced 
WLS information on the state-mandated policy updates due by January 1, 2027, consistent 
with Director Montero’s earlier reports.  
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The Board discussed the appropriate scope of trustee advocacy; President Maron suggested 
that the broader question of when and how trustees might engage in wider advocacy efforts 
would be a worthwhile topic for future discussion. 

 
 
PAYMENT OF BILLS  
 
On motion of Trustee Puglia, seconded by Trustee Jannetti and unanimously carried, the Board 
approved payment of bills as listed on Schedules #884 and #885. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 7:00pm at Riverfront Library 
 
  
On motion of Trustee Daily, seconded by Trustee Phelan and unanimously carried, the Board 
adjourned the Meeting at 7:57 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Jesse Montero 
Library Director & Secretary 
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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
SPECIAL MEETING 

GRINTON I. WILL LIBRARY 
APRIL 2, 2026 

 
ATTENDANCE 
 

    TRUSTEES: Nancy Maron 
John Daily Jr. 
Joseph Puglia 
Stephen Jannetti 
Patricia Phelan 
Michael Sabatino 
 

    LIBRARY DIRECTOR: 
 
    BUSINESS MANAGER:                                                                      

Jesse Montero 
 
Vivian Presedo 

  
    UNION REPRESENTATIVE: 

 
 
   

Dominick Savarese 
 
 

 
The Board Meeting began at 6:00 pm. 
 

 President Maron opened the meeting by announcing that the only business to be conducted 
is to hold a brief executive session to discuss the ongoing collective bargaining negotiations 
and then later hold a vote on the ratification of the proposed Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) with SEIU Local 704B. She then gave time to Director Montero and SEIU Local 704B 
President Dominick Savarese to explain the MOA to the Board. 

 
Director Montero and Union President Savarese thanked the Board for convening on short 
notice and expressed strong support for the proposed contract, describing the negotiation 
process as cordial and productive. They characterized the agreement as fair and consistent 
with other City of Yonkers bargaining units. 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 
President Maron motioned the Board into executive session to discuss collective bargaining 
negotiations at 6:05 pm. The Board exited the session at 6:15 pm. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

President Maron proposed the following resolution to ratify the Memorandum of Agreement 
with SEIU Local 704B: 

 
WHEREAS, negotiations have been ongoing between the Bargaining Team for the 
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Yonkers Public Library and the Bargaining Team for the Local 704B, Service Employees 
International Union (“Local 704B”) for a successor to the 2019-2024 Agreement between 
the parties; and 
 
WHEREAS, those negotiations have resulted in a tentative agreement contained in a 
Memorandum of Agreement dated March 19, 2026, which has been ratified by the 
membership of the Local 704B; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of the Yonkers Public Library has reviewed the 
terms of the Memorandum of Agreement and finds that a settlement consistent with the 
terms contained therein is in the best interests of the Library; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of the Yonkers Public 
Library hereby approves and ratifies the terms of the aforesaid Memorandum of Agreement 
and hereby authorizes the Library Director and/or the Board President to execute a 
Collective Bargaining Agreement consistent with the terms thereof. 

 
On motion of Trustee Phelan, seconded by Trustee Daily Jr. and unanimously carried, the Board of 
Trustees adopted the proposed resolution and ratified the Memorandum of Agreement. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE 
 

Thursday, April 23, 2026 at 7:00pm at Riverfront Library 
 
  
On motion of Trustee Puglia, seconded by Trustee Sabatino and unanimously carried, the Board 
adjourned the Meeting at 6:18 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Jesse Montero 
Library Director & Secretary 
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YPL Operating Budget FY2026 (March)        
  

Adopted 
Budget 

Current (w/ 
transfers) 

Spent 
Previous 
Months 

Spent This 
Month 
(Mar) YTD Balance % used 

Code Account Name 

  
101 Salaries 7,376,834 7,376,834 4,136,638 556,952 4,693,590 2,683,244 63.63% 
103 Temp Services 604,650 604,650 341,111 48,201 389,312 215,338 64.39% 
150 Termination Payments 67,000 67,000 18,059 0 18,059 48,941 26.95% 
181 Uniform Allowance 4,350 4,350 1,065 0 1,065 3,285 24.48% 
198 Overtime 301,416 301,416 159,186 25,261 184,447 116,969 61.19% 
  Personal Services Total: 8,354,250 8,354,250 4,656,059 630,414 5,286,473 3,067,777 63.28% 
                  
280 Reference Materials 83,000 83,000 7,969 0 7,969 75,031 9.60% 
281 Books 450,000 443,000 188,040 29,416 217,456 225,544 49.09% 
  Materials Total 533,000 526,000 196,009 29,416 225,425 300,575 42.86% 
                  
301 Office Supplies 100660 75660 31576 3,429 35,005 40,655 46.27% 
306 Janitorial Supplies 38300 38300 24867 5902 30,769 7,531 80.34% 
308 Wearing Apparel 3,600 3,600 1,640 0 1,640 1,960 45.56% 
309 Fuel For Heating 78,500 72,000 7,079 19,126 26,205 45,795 36.40% 
312 Hardware 10,200 9,200 974 444 1,418 7,782 15.41% 
313 Misc. Supplies 1,000 1,000 1,327 0 1,327 -327 132.70% 
314 Electrical Supplies 300 300 154 0 154 146 51.33% 
327 Nursery Supplies 450 450 26 0 26 424 5.78% 
361 Gas 2,000 2,000 1,631 307 1,938 62 96.91% 
  Material and Supplies Total 235,010 202,510 69,274 29,207 98,481 104,029 48.63% 
                  
401 Insurance 126,385 106,385 68,755 0 68,755 37,630 64.63% 
402 Telephones 64,000 64,000 34,399 4,163 38,562 25,438 60.25% 
403 Printing 18,410 18,410 2,991 -77 2,914 15,496 15.83% 
404 Lights and Power 170,500 153,000 79,235 8,460 87,695 65,305 57.32% 
405 Postage 3,100 1,600 10 0 10 1,590 0.63% 
406 Freight and Express 500 500 21 0 21 479 4.20% 
407 Equipment Maint. And Repair 49,460 34,790 25,001 2,109 27,110 7,680 77.92% 
408 Rental of Equipment 88,972 103,642 101,244 142 101,386 2,256 97.82% 
409 Building Maint. And Repair 85,000 55,000 14,841 2,343 17,184 37,816 31.24% 
410 Milage Allowance 685 685 215 0 215 470 31.39% 
413 Professional Fees 269,500 235,800 76,695 11,124 87,819 147,981 37.24% 
415 Outside Labor & Related Charges 364,350 314,350 125,360 12,667 138,027 176,323 43.91% 
419 Misc. Expenses 38,750 38,050 30,365 -630 29,735 8,315 78.15% 
421 Rent   Riverfront 750,000 750,000 750,000 0 750,000 0 100.00% 
422 Janitorial Service 3,700 3,700 1,555 0 1,555 2,145 42.03% 
424 Maint. Of Office Equipment 4,800 4,800 921 2,472 3,393 1,407 70.68% 
425 Subscriptions and Publicationns 159,680 119,680 91,567 2,995 94,562 25,118 79.01% 
430 IT Hardware Maint. 54,000 54,000 46,000 1,081 47,081 6,919 87.19% 
431 IT Software Licensing and Maint. 501,351 501,351 408,465 7,155 415,620 85,732 82.90% 
436 Tuition/Bd/Travel Reimbursement 10,000 10,000 6,723 904 7,627 2,373 76.27% 
446 Automobile Repair 6,000 6,000 3,450 385 3,835 2,165 63.92% 
481 Binding of Books 500 500 0 0 0 500 0.00% 
496 Special Projects 31,250 21,250 17,122 947 18,069 3,181 85.03% 
  Contractual Services Total 2,800,893 2,597,493 1,884,935 56,238 1,941,173 656,320 74.73% 
                  
  Total Operating Budget 11,923,153 11,680,253 6,806,277 745,275 7,551,552 4,128,701 64.65% 
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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2025-JUNE 30, 2026 
REVENUE  

REVENUE CATEGORY BUDGETED REVENUE REVENUE REALIZED 
 2025-2026 7/1/2025-6/30/2026 

 

  3/31/2026 

Fees & Fines $1,643 $2,247 

Rental of Property 7,165 $10,077 

E-Rate 0 $0 

Miscellaneous 0 $12,363 
 __________ __________ 

Total Library Generated Revenues $8,808 $24,687 

State Funding 62,825 60,159 

Transfer from City of Yonkers General Fund 11,851,520 11,008,623 

 
__________ __________ 

Total  $11,923,153 $11,093,469 
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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2025-JUNE 30, 2026 
GRANTS FUNDS 

 

 AMOUNT 
AWARDED 

AMOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
3/31/2026 

DANY 250,000 982 

SED-LDA 211,412 72,210 

SED-LDA (2) 211,412 180,319 

NYSCA 2025 40,000 56 

2024 STATE CONSTRUCTION-CRESTWOOD 215,305 172,243 

FOUNDATION YPL (SEPT 2025) 60,000 30,724 
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YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY BUDGET REPORT 

FOR THE YEAR JULY 1, 2025-JUNE 30, 2026 
CAPITAL FUNDS 

 

 

ORIGINAL 
AMOUNT 

AMOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
3/31/2026 

510874 Boiler Upgrades 568,000 53,504 

511056 Will Library Elevator 400,000 85,955 

511055 Crestwood Library Improvements 169,398 87,672 

511054 Acquisition of Library Books and other materials 300,000 116,820 

51192 Will Library Renovations 2,000,000 652,388 

511282 Crestwood Library Improvements II 1,000,000 1,000,000 

511281 Acquisition of Vehicles 97,189 97,189 
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Yonkers Public Library (YPL) Board of Trustees Meeting 
February/March Management Report 

April 23, 2026 
 
Contract Ratification Update: YPL administration and SEIU Local 704B signed a memorandum of 
agreement (MOA) on March 19, 2026 as a successor agreement to the Collective Bargaining 
Agreement. The MOA was mostly financial and included salary increases consistent with other 
bargaining units (including Teamsters and SEIU 704) that had recently renegotiated contracts. 
SEIU held ratification votes on the MOA with union membership on March 23 and March 24 where 
it passed handily. On April 2, 2026 the Yonkers Public Library board held a special meeting to ratify 
the MOA unanimously with trustees present (6-0). On April 14, the Yonkers City Council voted 6-0 
to approve the agreement and make the budgetary changes necessitated by the MOA salary and 
retroactivity provisions. YPL continues to work closely with the City of Yonkers administration, 
Finance Department, and the union leadership to expedite the salary changes and retroactive 
payments. The contract is in effect until June 30, 2029. 
 
State of the City: YPL once again hosted Mayor Spano’s State of the City address on March 25, 
2026. YPL staff were involved in the planning of the event with the Mayor’s communications team 
to ensure a smooth experience for attendees. During the speech, Mayor Spano took the 
opportunity to discuss the Crestwood Library Centennial and his administration’s plans to invest $1 
million for Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) upgrades. He also provided more information 
about the soon-to-be-fourth YPL location at the site of the Lincoln Park Jewish Center, which will 
be co-located with Parks and Recreation facilities and a culinary education program through 
Yonkers Public Schools. The Mayor’s team was complimentary of YPL staff, with Lawrence Farah 
and Russell Martinez drawing particular praise.  
 
Will Library Emergency Closure: On the morning of Wednesday, April 15 YPL custodial staff 
discovered there was no cooling or circulation in the building. Facilities supervisor Russell Martinez 
immediately contacted the electrical contractor that had performed switchgear updates the 
previous Fall, as well as our contacts in the City of Yonkers. As the morning progressed it became 
clear that the building was experiencing electrical issues. YPL contacted Yonkers Fire Department 
(YFD) and initiated an evacuation of the building. At the direction of YFD, YPL closed the building 
for the day.  
 
City of Yonkers Engineering quickly assembled the electrician and engineering teams responsible 
for switchgear installation from the previous year. After examining the issue the rapid consensus 
was that the issue was caused by a faulty circuit breaker, and its defectiveness was only apparent 
once all building systems were put into operation. The team quickly procured a replacement 
breaker and worked with the City of Yonkers to expedite Con Edison service, since the 
replacement required a full shutoff of electricity to the building. Unfortunately, Con Edison was not 
able to devote a crew to the work until Monday, April 20. The work commenced that morning. The 
breaker replacement was overseen by a Department of Building electrical inspector who signed off 
on repowering the building. The electricians stayed onsite with a Department of Engineering staffer 
into the late afternoon to ensure that the new breaker could withstand the electrical load after 
building systems were reactivated. The building reopened to public service the next day at 9am.  
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Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26 Feb-26 Mar-26

Present 12 Month Period 56860 58313 58172 66558 64472 59778 60822 53498 53945 59006 50317 58636

Previous 12 Month Period 56883 54080 54633 64230 64276 56867 59169 56237 54737 60109 56026 62171

0.0% 7.8% 6.5% 3.6% 0.3% 5.1% 2.8% -4.9% -1.4% -1.8% -10.2% -5.7%

Mar-25 Mar-26 Mar-25 Mar-26
_audiobook 314 231 -83 -26.4% 0.5% 0.4%
_biography 401 357 -44 -11.0% 0.6% 0.6%
_express 262 137 -125 -47.7% 0.4% 0.2%
_fiction 5329 4474 -855 -16.0% 8.6% 7.6%
_foreign_lang 387 285 -102 -26.4% 0.6% 0.5%
_juv_audiobook 90 154 64 71.1% 0.1% 0.3%
_juv_fiction 16280 15526 -754 -4.6% 26.2% 26.5%
_juv_foreign 507 473 -34 -6.7% 0.8% 0.8%
_juv_movie 872 670 -202 -23.2% 1.4% 1.1%
_juv_nonfiction 3266 2763 -503 -15.4% 5.3% 4.7%
_magazine 155 186 31 20.0% 0.2% 0.3%
_movie 4911 3709 -1202 -24.5% 7.9% 6.3%
_music 1776 1453 -323 -18.2% 2.9% 2.5%
_new_book 2088 2809 721 34.5% 3.4% 4.8%
_nonfiction 4030 3355 -675 -16.7% 6.5% 5.7%
_ya_av 231 207 -24 -10.4% 0.4% 0.4%
_ya_fiction 1710 1596 -114 -6.7% 2.8% 2.7%
_ya_nonfiction 257 225 -32 -12.5% 0.4% 0.4%
_Electronic Content Use 18829 19674 845 4.5% 30.3% 33.6%

CIRCULATION SUMMARY
YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar
Present 12 Month Period 11689 11897 12666 15238 13481 12531 11126 9926 9316 9929 9549 11129
Previous 12 Month Period 12493 12782 12836 15984 16041 12953 13105 11808 10677 12277 11645 13854

-6.4% -6.9% -1.3% -4.7% -16.0% -3.3% -15.1% -15.9% -12.7% -19.1% -18.0% -19.7%

Mar-25 Mar-26 Mar-25 Mar-26
_audiobook 51 65 14 27.5% 0.4% 0.6%
_biography 81 59 -22 -27.2% 0.6% 0.5%
_express 142 65 -77 -54.2% 1.0% 0.6%
_fiction 1225 944 -281 -22.9% 8.8% 8.5%
_foreign_lang 249 161 -88 -35.3% 1.8% 1.4%
_juv_audiobook 27 17 -10 -37.0% 0.2% 0.2%
_juv_fiction 5292 4480 -812 -15.3% 38.2% 40.3%
_juv_foreign 337 272 -65 -19.3% 2.4% 2.4%
_juv_movie 259 191 -68 -26.3% 1.9% 1.7%
_juv_nonfiction 958 726 -232 -24.2% 6.9% 6.5%
_magazine 2 4 2 100.0% 0.0% 0.0%
_movie 1928 1287 -641 -33.2% 13.9% 11.6%
_music 480 372 -108 -22.5% 3.5% 3.3%
_new_book 381 417 36 9.4% 2.8% 3.7%
_nonfiction 1035 812 -223 -21.5% 7.5% 7.3%
_ya_av 88 92 4 4.5% 0.6% 0.8%
_ya_fiction 938 878 -60 -6.4% 6.8% 7.9%
_ya_nonfiction 58 60 2 3.4% 0.4% 0.5%
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Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar
Present 12 month period 22117 21891 21251 25726 24363 22476 23663 19622 19823 22085 19215 21613
Previous 12 month period 24438 22587 22746 27816 26554 23465 24222 22784 21942 23275 21673 23520

-9.5% -3.1% -6.6% -7.5% -8.3% -4.2% -2.3% -13.9% -9.7% -5.1% -11.3% -8.1%

Mar-25 Mar-26 Mar-25 Mar-26
_audiobook 258 151 -107 -41.5% 1.1% 0.7%
_biography 257 254 -3 -1.2% 1.1% 1.2%
_express 111 71 -40 -36.0% 0.5% 0.3%
_fiction 3197 2645 -552 -17.3% 13.6% 12.2%
_foreign_lang 130 121 -9 -6.9% 0.6% 0.6%
_juv_audiobook 48 121 73 152.1% 0.2% 0.6%
_juv_fiction 8669 8407 -262 -3.0% 36.9% 38.9%
_juv_foreign 147 175 28 19.0% 0.6% 0.8%
_juv_movie 452 355 -97 -21.5% 1.9% 1.6%
_juv_nonfiction 1698 1450 -248 -14.6% 7.2% 6.7%
_magazine 69 103 34 49.3% 0.3% 0.5%
_movie 2760 2208 -552 -20.0% 11.7% 10.2%
_music 1212 1053 -159 -13.1% 5.2% 4.9%
_new_book 1268 1844 576 45.4% 5.4% 8.5%
_nonfiction 2351 1918 -433 -18.4% 10.0% 8.9%
_ya_av 93 74 -19 -20.4% 0.4% 0.3%
_ya_fiction 562 464 -98 -17.4% 2.4% 2.1%
_ya-nonfiction 122 109 -13 -10.7% 0.5% 0.5%_ya-nonfiction
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Apr-25 May-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Oct-25 Nov-25 Dec-25 Jan-26 Feb-26 Mar-26
Present 12 Month Period 5250 5381 5266 5449 5334 5361 5489 4739 5354 5651 4740 6220
Previous 12 Month Period 5001 4577 5127 5015 5526 5070 5763 5805 5071 5608 5301 5968

5.0% 17.6% 2.7% 8.7% -3.5% 5.7% -4.8% -18.4% 5.6% 0.8% -10.6% 4.2%

Mar-25 Mar-26 Mar-25 Mar-26
_audiobook 5 15 10 200.0% 0.1% 0.2%
_biography 63 44 -19 -30.2% 1.1% 0.7%
_express 9 1 -8 -88.9% 0.2% 0.0%
_fiction 907 885 -22 -2.4% 15.2% 14.2%
_foreign_lang 8 3 -5 -62.5% 0.1% 0.0%
_juv_audiobook 15 16 1 6.7% 0.3% 0.3%
_juv_fiction 2319 2639 320 13.8% 38.9% 42.4%
_juv_foreign 23 26 3 13.0% 0.4% 0.4%
_juv_movie 161 124 -37 -23.0% 2.7% 2.0%
_juv_nonfiction 610 587 -23 -3.8% 10.2% 9.4%
_magazine 84 79 -5 -6.0% 1.4% 1.3%
_movie 223 214 -9 -4.0% 3.7% 3.4%
_music 84 28 -56 -66.7% 1.4% 0.5%
_nonfiction 644 625 -19 -3.0% 10.8% 10.0%
_new_book 439 548 109 24.8% 7.4% 8.8%
_ya_av 50 41 -9 -18.0% 0.8% 0.7%
_ya_fiction 210 254 44 21.0% 3.5% 4.1%
_ya_nonfiction 77 56 -21 -27.3% 1.3% 0.9%
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ELECTRONIC RESOURCES SUMMARY 
 

OverDrive Circulation 

  

Adult 
Fiction

Adult 
Non-Fiction

Juvenile 
Fiction

Juvenile 
Non-Fiction

Y/A 
Fiction

Y/A 
Non-Fiction Magazine TOTAL

Mar-25 7629 1892 751 73 714 27 2728 13814
Apr-25 7354 1731 783 47 726 24 2464 13129

May-25 7736 1812 706 41 696 25 2571 13587
Jun-25 7708 1790 891 64 663 19 2661 13796
Jul-25 8164 1813 902 61 641 14 2599 14194

Aug-25 8553 1955 892 66 730 13 2943 15152
Sep-25 7795 1820 747 79 703 20 2876 14040
Oct-25 8073 1949 888 78 619 19 3282 14908
Nov-25 7871 1800 915 58 568 2 2963 14177
Dec-25 8043 1740 930 46 599 11 3155 14524
Jan-26 8741 2019 1135 69 716 16 3346 16042
Feb-26 7864 1719 985 120 556 19 3203 14466
Mar-26 8531 2004 975 107 604 21 3569 15811

Audiobook Comic eBook Movie Music Television Binge Pass Total

Mar-25 1782 212 824 290 102 187 246 3643

Apr-25 1706 187 689 278 98 159 250 3367

May-25 1727 193 848 291 121 252 543 3975

Jun-25 1628 199 744 332 127 209 273 3512

Jul-25 1736 212 863 284 131 169 719 4114

Aug-25 1808 239 896 306 138 240 409 4036

Sep-25 1704 229 829 255 93 168 299 3577

Oct-25 1816 204 795 309 104 105 315 3648

Nov-25 1435 133 663 223 63 78 517 3112

Dec-25 1411 126 681 216 76 83 552 3145

Jan-26 1661 122 728 232 85 121 460 3409

Feb-26 714 75 280 64 26 24 179 1362

Mar-26 1353 132 526 201 71 103 357 2743

Hoopla Circulation
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BOOK STOCK 

MARCH 2026 

 

 

Number of volumes at end of previous month         165,458  

Number of volumes added this month 1,764  

TOTAL         167,222  

Number of volumes lost/withdrawn this month                125                            

TOTAL VOLUMES RIVERFRONT LIBRARY         167,097   163,605 

 

Number of volumes at end of previous month        170,492  

Number of volumes added this month             1,669            

TOTA L         172,161  

Number of volumes lost/withdrawn this month     1,125  

TOTAL VOLUMES GRINTON I. WILL BRANCH         171,036   170,558 

 

Number of volumes at end of previous month           39,856  

Number of volumes added this month               661            

TOTAL           40,517  

Number of volumes lost/withdrawn this month 692                     

TOTAL CRESTWOOD BRANCH           39,825     35,500 

 

TOTAL VOLUMES IN YONKERS PUBLIC LIBRARY        377,958 
 

  369,663 

 

  

RIVERFRONT LIBRARY                    2026           2025
     2003 
 
 

GRINTON I. WILL BRANCH          
 
 

CRESTWOOD BRANCH        
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QUARTERLY REPORTS 
 

RIVERFRONT LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

 JANUARY-MARCH 2026 
 
 

The Riverfront Library serves as a vital hub of learning and knowledge. The Library has been a heaven for patrons 
of all ages, providing programs and resources that improve lives and strengthen communities. Patrons throughout 
the city of Yonkers rely on the Riverfront Library to access the tools and information they need to succeed and 
thrive in today’s world. 

In addition to maintaining a collection of materials reflective of the needs and interests of our community, the 
Library’s staff provides the public with efficient, and courteous service. 

 

Programming 

The Children’s Department continues to expand its programming, with the aim of providing every child in the 
community with access to reading materials, library cards, and library services, The Children Department presented 
275 programs during the last quarter, reaching a total attendance of 8,840. Programs were designed to promote 
early literacy, encourage reading for pleasure and to satisfy curiosity, and to provide children with opportunities to 
explore a variety of personal interests. Among the programs presented during the quarter were Father Goose 
Stories, Shrek Movie, Storytime with Mr. Ralph,Toddler Time, Music by Zev, Saturday Movies, Babies and Books, 
American Reads, Chalk it up, Read to Cooper, Cuentos in the Cove: Bilingual Storytime, Kid Tech Gaming, STEM 
Legorama: Fun with LEGO Spike, The Super Mario Bros Movie, Musica with Ms. Marilyn:Bilingual Music & Movement, 
Light-Up Lantern Craft for Ramadan and Eid, VR Explorers: Around the World, Lego STEM Creators, Minecraft Club, 
Cartoon and Coloring: Puffin Rock and the New Friends. 

Other programs were presented off-site, including storytimes at Raby Daycare, the Small World Daycare, the 
Queen’s Daughters Daycare, the Saint Peter’s Daycare, Mary J Blige Center, the Family Services of Westchester, 
the William Boyce Thompson School, Philipse Manor Hall, and the Hudson Museum. 

Staff in the children department continue to help children of all ages to find books,DVD’s, and other resources in a 
variety of areas of interest. The computers in the Children’s Department have proven to be a popular stop for the 
younger children during their visits to the library; educational games are accessed by the younger children while 
the older children use the computers to play games and explore topics of interest. 

Nearly 2,000 patrons attended adult, teen, and tween programs during the quarter. The Adult department engaged 
in a variety of programs, including financial literacy, Musical Tribute to the Legends of Motown, Cooking program 
for Black History Month, presentation on African Americans in the Yonkers Police Department, genealogy 
programming in English and Spanish. 

In addition to technology classes, there were sessions on sewing, wellness, Sound Healing Meditation, teen gaming, 
and also concerts celebrating Black History Month and a Winter Reading Challenge. 

The Seed Library season has begun with programs on mushrooms and starting seeds in winter. 

Arnaldo Torres was approved for a Poets & Writers, Inc. grant through the New York State Council for the Arts 
(NYSCA) to expand the Writers’ Workshop program offered by the Riverfront Library. This program has been offered 
on a monthly basis for the past two years. Nearly 100 patrons attended this program in February  and March. 

 

Community Engagement 
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The Riverfront staff continues to maintain partnership with other community organizations so that, together with 
them, we can work to make a difference in the lives of our patrons. 

Eugene Howell and Erik Malave offered the Spring Camp Fair event to promote summer camp programming for 
local families. 

Adult Services Librarian Ben Cosgrove managed a Spring Blood Drive event in the Riverfront Library’s   Atrium 
generating 29 blood donations. 

Phyllis Cole has managed the GED tutoring program for many years, and the program is still doing very well. Phyllis 
also runs the job coaching program, which offers resume and interview preparation assistance to patrons. 

Eugene Howell continues his important role in the Yonkers Community Network, a position enabling him to share 
important current information with the local community. 

Arnaldo Torres continues his service on the Board of the Yonkers YMCA. 

Mary Robison continues to serve as the Yonkers Public Library liaison to Sarah Lawrence College. 

Lawrence Farah continues to serve as a member of the Yonkers East Rotary International.. 

During the quarter under review, 322 documents were notarized by state-certified notary public Librarian, Oswaldo 
Coto-Chang, who performs this service for our patrons free of charge. 

In March, Mary Robison and Erik Malave interviewed 19 Sarah Lawrence College students on campus for a summer 
internship through the CLIP internship program. One intern has been chosen, and she will begin in June, working 
on local history projects and also on Sensory Room programming. 

In March, Mary Robison, Eileen Fusco, and Erik Malave conducted a research workshop at Sarah Lawrence College 
for over 75 Yonkers High School IB students, in conjunction with the librarians at the College.  

The Riverfront Library in partnership with the Feeding Westchester program served 1,722 patrons of which 1,189 
were family households during the last quarter.  

In addition to these community involvements, the Branch Administrator attended during the quarter under review 
meetings of the Salvation Army Advisory Board, the Mayor’s African-American Advisory Board, and the Yonkers 
Rotary International.  

  

Professional Development 

To enhance their job performance, the Riverfront Library staff are encouraged to participate in professional 
development. To this end, the Riverfront Library staff attended during the quarter both in-person training and 
webinars on various topics, including sessions on local history, diversity, disability issues, Winter Reading Challenge, 
Summer Reading review, Customer Service, and the Yonkers Public School Library Council.  

 

Library Displays 

Displays in the Library help to create an inviting, informative, and functional learning environment. Displays this 
quarter highlighted African American History month, Irish Heritage Month, Saint Patrick day, Women’s History 
Month, Welcome Spring, Dr. Seuss Birthday,  MLK Day,  Lincoln’s Birthday, Groundhog Day, Valentine’s Day, National 
Ice Skating Month, Super Bowl, Winter Olympics, Deaf History Month, International Friendship Day, National Women 
Inventors Day, English Lunar New Year,  and the Winter Reading Challenge.  
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I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the staff for your hard work and dedication to the Yonkers Public 
Library. Your contributions during the quarter have been invaluable to the team, and I am grateful for all that you 
have done. 

 

Respectfully submitted  

 

 Mr. Sandy Amoyaw 
 Branch Administrator 
The Riverfront Library 
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GRINTON I. WILL LIBRARY 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

JANUARY-MARCH 2026 
 
 

The first quarter of 2026 marked a continued commitment to providing high-quality library services, responsive 
programming, and accessible resources to our community. From January through March, the library focused on 
strengthening patron engagement, maintaining consistent service delivery, and supporting staff in meeting 
evolving community needs. This report highlights key activities, service trends, and operational developments 
that contributed to the library’s overall performance during this period. 

Notably, the Children’s Department had another busy quarter, whose highlight was our “K-Pop Demon Hunters 
Party” during winter recess, in which 327 people came out for crafts and karaoke! We also continue to partner 
with local schools-we’ve resumed our monthly visits to four classes at our neighbors, Montessori 31. A Special 
Education class will visit us on April 17 as well. Happy to report that we welcomed Charlie Loftus from Riverfront 
to join the Children’s Department! Charlie is already a valued member of the team and has begun a monthly 
“Sensory Storytime” program. Laura Cacace is project managing the Summer Reading program and preparing for 
a new spring Storywalk. Jessica Neto is managing our large influx of picture books and adding a new “pop-up” 
books section to our collection. Sharon De Young has turned our bilingual Storytime into a weekly event. Jessica 
Neto and Sharon De Young attended the WLA midwinter Conference. In addition to her usual tasks of keeping our 
collection organized, Cyndi Chiulli has been updating the Juvenile Summer Reading collection, changing over 
2,800 items in our catalog! We’re getting ready for our busiest Summer season, with big plans for our Bubbles and 
Bluey event with East Yonkers Kiwanis on May 27, and a busy Summer Reading schedule. 

This quarter marked a particularly active period for Adult Services, with strong patron engagement across 
programs, reference services, and resource utilization. A key contributor to this increased activity was the AARP 
Tax-Aide program, whose volunteers provided essential tax preparation assistance to patrons, resulting in steady 
foot traffic and meaningful community impact. In February, we held our first Senior Cupid Shuffle event. Patrons 
got to test their musical knowledge with Name that Tune and Finish the Lyrics-prizes, mocktails, sweet treats, 
and bragging rights was a hit! Thanks to Alan, Margaret, Aili, Shauna, and Sue for helping to make this program a 
success. Additionally, the Gourmet Gang Cooking Club continues to be a patron favorite, with consistent 
participation and positive engagement from attendees. Special thanks to Alan, Margaret, and Aili for providing 
some tasty recipes. Margaret Andracchi and Alan Houston visited the Catholic Widows and Widowers Association 
of Yonkers at St. Ann’s Church to give a talk to seniors about library programs and services. The organizer, Ms. 
Revens, sent a very kind complimentary note thanking them both. Create Your Family Tree Genealogy program 
led by Mike Walsh and assisted with Phil Poggiali was well attended both in February and March. Phil taught 
Computer Basic classes and attended the Westchester Library Association. Einstein Medical College students led 
a dynamic and engaging health-themed storytime in the Children’s room- a Stuffed Animal Medical Clinic! They 
read stories, discussed the circulatory system, and demonstrated how exercise affects the heart. 

The Circulation Department also played an important role during this busy period by providing efficient, courteous 
assistance and helping to ensure a smooth and positive experience for patrons throughout the library.  

Congratulations to Margaret Andracchi and Diane Mignault for being accepted into the NYLA Developing Leaders 
program.  

Special thanks to Russell and the Custodial Department for their efforts in winterizing and maintaining the parking 
lot during the severe snowstorms this season, ensuring safe access for both patrons and staff. 

 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Tara Somersall 
Branch Administrator  
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CRESTWOOD LIBRARY  
QUARTERLY REPORT 

OCTOBER-DECEMBER 2025 
 

In keeping with the weather, the winter quarter was a blizzard of activity here at Crestwood Library. Between the 
all hands on deck inventory co-lead by Hanora Woodruff and Mia Dominguez and whole collection weeding 
collection project overseen by Liz Caruso, a record high winter reading challenge participation and engagement 
thanks to an effective outreach campaign spearheaded by Crestwood Crew members visiting local area 
preschools plus public and private schools along with the debut of our Tuesday night Silent Reading Book Club 
(thanks to Mary Nowak), we were a flurry of fun, encouraging people to make reading regular a part of their daily 
lives. 

IT improvements included installation of a printer on par with Will and Riverfront with a better wireless printing 
connection plus a network upgrade. Building improvements included removing hundreds of weeded books and 
moving holiday books and seasonal items back to Will Library for storage in the upper stacks. 

Friends of Crestwood Library (FOCL) fund programs for all ages. They have been working hard on providing 
quality literacy related Centennial Celebrations including An Evening with Author/Screenwriter Thomas Kelly 
(January)  and Traditional Irish and Irish-American Music with violin/guitar duo Tom Socol & Sarah Banks (March). 
Live musical experiences compliment our online ZOOM music offerings in collaboration with Concerts in Motion. In 
celebration of St. Patrick’s Day, Friends sponsored the DeNogla Irish Dance Company to give an Irish Dancing 
Demonstration. Cornerstone programs of Get Organized, Book Chat & Adult Online Book Club led by Friends of 
Crestwood Library Board Members have us steeped in literary and literacy excellence. At every opportunity, FOCL 
continues to champion and advocate for our little library just like our founding mothers did.  

2026 marks our 6th year of collaborating with Yonkers NNORC (Valerie Litt, Program Director, Alexis Smith, 
Resource Specialist,and Vanessa Lesane, Nurse) empowering us to provide essential referral services for seniors 
seeking assistance for healthcare management and requests ranging from food pantry to transportation and 
everything in between. Our collaboration to provide Fitness ZOOMs has a long and loyal following and the art 
ZOOM programs continue to have a steady attendance. 

With a back to basics approach, our various book clubs: Forever YA, Book Chat, History Lovers and  YPL Reading 
Room (Positive Psychology), offer wonderful connections, making reading a delightful experience. We are able to 
reach and teach people about different cultural, social and special day celebrations via our Scavenger Hunts, 
Creation Stations, and Grab’n’Go Activity Packets.  Saturday Science Plus Storytime with Ms. Nancy draws 
attention to the importance of both science and story in daily life.  Mary Nowak and Crestwood Crew’s creative 
book displays have books flying off the shelves. Hanora Woodruff and Alison Robles’ blogs cultivate interest in 
timely topics, cultural happenings and connect all of us.  

January highlights included Birdfeeder Grab & Go Craft, MLK Storycraft, Beat the January Blues Creation Station, 
Winter Reading Warmup Celebrations and a Positive Psychology Book Club Luncheon.   

February brought the 4th Annual Pancakes, Puzzles & Pajamas event, a visit from African Storyteller Subomi 
Macaulay, Winter Olympics Opening Ceremony and Winter Sports Watch Parties, Grab & Go Edible Olympic 
Torches,  Children's Authors and Illustrators Week Trivia, Coretta Scott King Book Award Celebration, Legend of 
Zelda 40th Anniversary Celebration, a Pokémon Party, and a collaboration with Sustainable Westchester for a 
“Keep Crestwood Cozy: DIY Energy Kit Workshop”. 

March highlights included Emily Varker putting together an Oscars Predictions Contest for both staff and patrons, 
Jackie Leone speaking at the 2026 STEM Mini Conference sponsored by Metropolitan New York Library Council & 
Barnard College,  Winter Paralympics Opening Ceremony Watch Party, Teen Scene: Harry Styles Album Release 
Party with Zoë, Winter Reading Wrap-Up Party with Parsley the Opossum from Cottontail Cottage, and From Page 
to Screen Readers Theatre with Mia. 
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Various Crestwood Crew Members attended several trainings, webinars and meetings. These included WLS 
Circulation, Children’s Services, Young Adult Services, and Adult Services staff meetings, and Westchester Library 
Association, YPL Winter Reading and YPL Archive Committee meetings. 

The people make the place…our library is able to thrive thanks to the dedication and commitment of our 
Crestwood Library Crew: Jackie Leone (Librarian), Mary Nowak (Clerk II), Elizabeth Caruso (Librarian Trainee), 
Part-time Librarians: Alison Robles, Diane Tureski, and Nancy Wissman; Part-time Library Junior Clerks: Nina 
Colavolpe-Leone,  Mia Dominguez, Zoe Goncalves, Kristjan Lufaj, Gabriella Monaco (on a hiatus), Matthew 
Rodrigues (on a hiatus), Erin Schoenlank, Caroline Sullivan, Emily Varker, Natalie Varker (at College but came back 
during the holidays), Hanora Woodruff, and Library Page: Carina Zegers (at College but came back during the 
holidays) and Part-time Custodian: Humberto Davila Casiano. 

Crestwood Library was given a shout out in our Mayor’s State of the City address in honor of our Centennial 
anniversary in the building in 2026. 

As winter turns to spring, we are rejoicing in the shifting of our library into our construction era to restore the 
Crestwood Library building to the vision that the founding mothers had - a place of learning, hope and belonging. 

 

Z. Baird,  
Branch Manager,  
Crestwood Library 
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TECHNICAL PROCESSING DEPARTMENT 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

JANUARY-MARCH 2026 
 
The first quarter of this year saw all the orders from the fourth quarter of 2025 delivered at once. The bulk of 
these orders were delivered in January but the heavy volume of deliveries continued well into March. The Tech. 
Processing staff did an amazing job of getting these orders opened, searched and processed for patron use after 
months of almost no inventory being received at all. We were hampered in this huge effort by the lack of records 
in the WLS Evergreen ILS for a lot of the delivered items. While this problem has improved somewhat there are 
still items being received that cannot be linked for patron use because WLS has not prepared a record for them. 
There is a problem between the vendor and WLS that has not been satisfactorily resolved. We are still doing the 
best that we can with the information that we have. 

Other available vendors have now put off taking on new accounts until the fourth quarter of this year. Hopefully 
this will relieve some of the problems we have encountered in this new ordering situation. 

Midwest Tape continues to be a reliable source of AV materials with most DVD and CD orders placed with them. 

Tech Processing accommodates all requests from all departments for information, processed materials, and 
orders using whatever resources are necessary and available. We search, catalog, process, and link all materials 
for patron use.  

Contacting and working with vendors is a large part of our department’s work. We are dealing with a number of 
different children’s vendors to obtain materials for our Juvenile Departments. 

 

 

Mary DiChiara 

Technical Processing Dept. 
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YPL ARCHIVES/LOCAL HISTORY PROGRAM 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

JANUARY-MARCH 2026 
 

Two years ago, the Local History Team began reporting to the Board of Trustees about archival collections and 
local history initiatives. Since then, our print and digital collections are growing, local history programming has 
increased exponentially, and the research community is using our resources. Our program has been awarded 
grants for digitization from the METRO Library Council, and for assessment of our archival program from the 
Department of Historic Preservation for the State of New York (DHPSNY). This year, we are honored to be invited 
to participate in the Internet Archives Community Webs project.   

 

Community Webs cohort 

Through our participation in this project (communitywebs.archive-it.org/), YPL will document and preserve local 
history through the Internet Archive. Mary Robison began meeting with the statewide cohort in February. Training 
includes sessions on creating policies related to the collection and preservation of digital materials, technical 
classes, plus strategies on engaging the local community to set priorities and inform our preservation initiative. 
Our next steps will be to form internal and external collaborative working groups to advise our process in 
documenting and preserving digital materials for the Internet Archive (archive.org).   

 

Programming 

Local history topics continue to be popular among patrons, and we have incorporated the 250th anniversary of 
the American Revolution into this quarter’s programming. We are thankful to offer lively programming through 
partnerships with organizations such as the Yonkers Historical Society, RISE UP, the Daughters of the American 
Revolution, and the Crestwood Historical Society among others. African American history was emphasized this 
quarter, with over 130 attending 11 programs during Black History Month. Patrons enjoyed learning about food 
culture, African Americans in the Yonkers Police Department, and discovering hidden African American history.  

Genealogy programming continues to increase in popularity, with 77 attending programs offered at the Will and 
Riverfront Libraries during the first quarter, several of which focused on the American Revolution. Over 100 people 
attended other local history programs arranged by Mike Walsh this quarter at the Will Library. Topics included the 
American Revolution in Westchester County, the Fight for Lent’s Hill, the Peekskill Riots, and Rosie the Riveter.  

The Crestwood Library continues to celebrate its centennial through a variety of program offerings for all ages. 
Jackie Leone continues to organize and scan archival materials related to the Crestwood Centennial, and a 
timeline of that library’s history is in process.  

 

DHPSNY Assessment  

YPL was awarded a grant from the Department of Historic Preservation for the State of New York in 2024 to 
assess our archival program. In response to their findings, the Local History Team is drafting policies to address 
collection development and management, accessioning/deaccessioning, exhibition, and emergency planning, plus 
others suggested by DHPSNY. Our next steps will be to review these drafts with Library Administration and the 
YPL Board of Trustees policy committee.   
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Internships. All three branches are grateful for the assistance of interns from Sarah Lawrence College; those who 
assist the Library during the semester receive course credit rather than pay. These students assist with scanning, 
organizational projects, and research, and they are supervised by Jackie Leone, Erik Malave, and Mike Walsh. 

In March, Erik and Mary interviewed 19 students for the College’s Community Leadership Intern Program (CLIP), 
which offers paid summer internships to community partners. Katharine Eanes will intern at the Riverfront Library 
during June and July, supporting Sensory Room programming and local history projects.   

 

Research  

Having received over 2 dozen requests this quarter, the Local History Team has responded to complicated 
research requests involving genealogy, neighborhood/house history, desegregation in Yonkers, African American 
community news in the early 20th century, plus a number of inquiries into 20th-century Yonkers schools.  

 

We appreciate the support and expertise of the YPL Board of Trustees and look forward to sharing our progress 
in future months. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Mary Robison 
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CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENT 
QUARTERLY REPORT 

JANUARY-MARCH 2026 
 
 

In this quarter, my staff in all three facilities have been focused on constant disinfecting of high touch areas 
multiple times daily. We will continue this practice for the foreseeable future.  

 

Crestwood 

 After receiving reports of the staff restroom light not working. I determined that the light and fan switch 
needed replacement. 

 Also after receiving reports of two clogged toilets and unsuccessful attempts to clear them. Reliable 
Sewer and Drain had to snake the main line to clear the issue.   

 At the branch Administrator's request, my staff removed the holiday lights.  

 

 Will     

 To ensure the cleanest possible air quality, all air handler filters have again been replaced with the high 
quality Merv 13 filters. 

 In February my staff and I removed old desks, chairs and furniture in Tech Processing to make way for 
new cubicles to be installed. 

 And finally, the new handicap elevator to the auditorium has been installed! 

 

Riverfront 

 The toddler fencing in the cove was failing and needed replacing. Special thanks to Pablo Duran for 
securing the new fencing. We also relocated the toddler area so Children's room staff could have a better 
view of that area.  

 Also in the children's room we installed new public seating swapping out the wooden chairs to the third 
floor public area to increase public seating to near pre-covid capacity.  

 As part of our food pantry efforts. The library purchased a freezer and refrigerator. Those were installed in 
the second floor Community room storage area.   

 Special thanks to all Riverfront Custodians for their help with the ongoing food pantry deliveries.   

 

Staff:   

 Nothing to report.  

   

  

Russell Martinez 

Supervisor of Custodians 


